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Strength is a Virtue

When asked about the most important characteristics of a religious leader, most people would suggest that that integrity,
dedication, strong religious values, and Torah knowledge are all important virtues. Certainly, one would assume that
material value or physical ability should be rather insignificant regarding the attributes of one of the most important
religious leaders of all time. In light of this thought, it is seemingly odd to read the following idea found in the comments of
the Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 26:9) on the beginning of this week’s parasha.

Although the Torah already specified that the role of Aharon would be unique in comparison to his sons (he would be the
chief Kohen to serve in the mishkan), he is not called by a distinctive title until this week’s parasha. In its description of the
laws that apply exclusively to the chief Kohen, the Torah refers to Aharon as the “Kohen who is greater than his brothers
(fellow Kohanim), upon whose head the anointing oil was poured and who was inaugurated to wear the special garments.”
(Vayikra 21:10) Perhaps this is the source for the commonly used title “Kohen Gadol.” The Midrash explains that Aharon is
referred to as the “Kohen who is greater than his brothers” because of a unique attribute that he had. He was so physically
strong that he was able to raise every individual Levi during the inauguration ceremony in which 22,000 Levites were
initiated to assist the Kohanim in the service that took place in the mishkan.

This seems rather strange. Out of all the attributes that we initially thought would be desirable in a religious leader, why
does the Midrash focuses on Aharon’s strength? What is the deeper meaning of this statement and what lesson can be
gleaned from this observation? The Rosh Yeshiva of the famed Mir Yeshiva, Rav Chaim Shmulovitz, of blessed memory,
explained that in order to attain physical strength one must muster his energies and exert great effort. A lazy person will
not be able to acquire physical strength because he simply won’t make the effort to grow. Perhaps it was the traits of
spiritual ambition, determination, and endurance which enabled Aharon (who by then was not a young man) to accomplish
a difficult feat such as lifting 22,000 grown men in the air.

This insight provides an important lesson, especially for this time of year. We are now in the midst of the period between
Pesach and Shavuot, known as the Omer, which also appears in this week’s parasha. As we count the days leading up to
the holiday that commemorates the receiving of the Torah, we count up rather than down. Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus, of
blessed memory, points out that one typically counts down to an event that he is looking forward to when he views the
days beforehand as an insignificant barrier to the event that he is looking forward to. However, during this time we
internalize the idea that we must first spiritually prepare ourselves before arriving at the holiday of Shavuot when the
Torah is celebrated. Since these days have the purpose of monitoring our religious growth and development, we count up
in numbers as we climb from one level to the next. This is a time when we must perform introspection and seek new ways
to improve our relationships with others and with Hashem.




Occasionally, people become complacent with their religious growth and begin to stagnate. They decide that they are
happy with the level of religious commitment that they have achieved and the relationship that they have with G-d as it is.
This is an immense mistake because life is about growth. Even worse is when people give up and follow the false
impression that they cannot achieve spiritual greatness. Sometimes these feelings are fueled by a laziness or inertia that is
common to many people, which prevents us from developing ambition and accomplishing our goals. | once heard that
Michael Jordan, arguably the greatest basketball player of all time, did not make his high school’s varsity basketball team.
He could have been complacent with remaining on the junior varsity team, but he was determined to be on the varsity
team. He spent countless hours practicing basketball and ultimately became the most famous NBA player of all time.
When we have the drive for greatness we are able to leave our comfort zone, get moving, and start growing in the direction
of our dreams. During this time of Sefirat Ha’Omer, let us think about our religious goals towards being the best Jews and
people possible and make the steps towards bringing those goals into fruition.
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DEDICATIONS
nnwa 17wy ninnwy

708 N127 2"t ANt N naan Mazal Tov to Sivan and Michael Kominsky on
the birth of a baby boy.

Mazal Tov also to the grandparents Renee and
Raphael Levy and the Kominsky family.

For dedications please email asaftamir@verizon.net one week in advance
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